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PROPOSED NHS CHANGES AFFECTING PRINCIPALLY SOUTHPORT, 
FORMBY AND WEST LANCASHIRE COMMUNITIES

A. Council Notes:

1. That managers of major NHS units and ‘management consultants’ have spent 
the past three years involved in a largely-secret and unaccountable process of 
developing options/proposals for significant changes in the siteing and 
manner of provision of many hospital services in the Merseyside, south 
Lancashire and Cheshire area, which changes are likely to have a 
disproportionate effect on the residents of Southport and Formby.

2. That the Secretary of State for Health in England has just been declared by 
the High Court to have breached the law in respect of required transparency 
within the NHS. 

3. That NHS organisations in the Southport, Formby and West Lancashire area 
have recently announced and publicised a ‘community engagement’ exercise 
which does not constitute any meaningful consultation about any proposal.

4. That one of the clear stated aims of the new NHS White Paper and the 
Secretary of State in justifying a major management upheaval at this difficult 
time has been to give himself more power over decisions being made in 
various parts of the NHS in England, which would likely decrease local 
accountability and transparency of decision making.

B. Council commits itself: 

1. To oppose strongly any significant reductions in quality, quantity or 
accessibility of NHS hospital or community health services for residents of any 
part of the Borough of Sefton.

2. To support a truly NATIONAL Health Service, free at the point of use and 
integrated as closely as possible with Social Care provision and accountable 
locally to persons elected democratically.

3. To support the integration of Health & Social Care provision and reform of 
care service finance provided that this is done through a process of decision-
making which is transparent, open and democratic, and that the outcome of 
such a process is fair in particular to frail, disadvantaged and/or disabled 
citizens.


